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PRESS RELEASE 

ElringKlinger cooperates with bus manufacturer VDL in the field of 

fuel cell technology 

 ElringKlinger supplies fuel cell modules for VDL vehicles for testing at Colruyt 

Group in real operation  

 Cooperation within the framework of the "H2Haul" project: Development and 

testing of heavy-duty trucks with fuel cell propulsion for the European market 

 Collaborative work of truck manufacturers, fuel cell suppliers and operators of 

hydrogen refuelling stations  

 

Dettingen/Erms (Germany), October 21, 2019  +++  ElringKlinger AG and the Dutch 

VDL Groep cooperate in the field of fuel cell technology. Together, the two companies 

are participating in the European funded project "H2Haul". In addition to the sub-

projects of other project partners, three VDL vehicles will be equipped with fuel cell 

systems from ElringKlinger and tested in real operation by the Belgian retail 

corporation Colruyt Group. The hydrogen refuelling stations used enable fast and 

efficient refuelling and thus support the demonstration project of how fuel cell trucks 

can serve as direct replacements for diesel vehicles. 

 

The "H2Haul" project makes a significant contribution to preparing the market for the 

further use of the technology in the 2020s. The aim of the project is to advance the 

development of the fuel cell as an alternative drive technology in Europe to market 

maturity. The ElringKlinger fuel cell module will then be used in buses and coaches, 

among other applications. The project was made possible by a EUR 12 million grant 

from the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH JU). 

 

ElringKlinger has been active in the research and development of fuel cells for around 

20 years and operates in the market as a system and component supplier. The stacks are 

based on PEM technology and convert chemical energy into electrical energy using 

hydrogen and oxygen. They are particularly suitable for mobile applications with long 

range and cyclic operation. Applications include buses and cars, but also industrial 

applications in the mobile sector, such as small commercial vehicles and industrial 

trucks. 

 

Stacks from ElringKlinger for integration into customer systems are available with an 

electrical output of 2 to 150 kW. As an option, they can be equipped with peripheral 

components and system functionalities integrated into the end plate module, thus 

significantly simplifying and reducing the cost of the fuel cell system. 
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For further information, please contact: 

ElringKlinger AG  

Dr. Jens Winter 

Strategic Communications 

Max-Eyth-Straße 2 

72581 Dettingen/Erms (Germany) 

Phone: +49 7123 724-88335 

Fax: +49 7123 724-85 8335 

E-mail: jens.winter@elringklinger.com 
 

 

About ElringKlinger AG 

As an independent and globally positioned supplier, ElringKlinger is a powerful and reliable partner to the 

automotive industry. Be it passenger car or commercial vehicle, equipped with an optimized combustion 

engine, with hybrid technology, or with an all-electric motor – we offer innovative solutions for all types of 

drive system. In doing so, we are making a committed contribution to sustainable mobility. Our 

lightweighting concepts help to reduce the overall weight of vehicles. As a result, vehicles powered by 

combustion engines consume less fuel and emit less CO2, while those equipped with alternative propulsion 

systems benefit from an extended range. Developing cutting-edge battery and fuel cell technology as well 

as electric drive units, we were among the frontrunners when it came to positioning ourselves as a specialist 

in the field of e-mobility. At the same time, we are committed to evolving our sealing technology for a wide 

range of applications. Our shielding systems are designed to ensure high-end temperature and acoustics 

management throughout the vehicle. Dynamic precision parts developed by ElringKlinger can be used in all 

types of drive system. Additionally, the Group's portfolio includes engineering services, tooling technology, 

and products made of high-performance plastics, which are also marketed to industries beyond the 

automotive sector. These efforts are supported by a dedicated workforce of more than 10,000 people at 45 

ElringKlinger Group locations around the globe. 

www.elringklinger.com 

 

About the H2Haul project 

The H2Haul project (Hydrogen fuel cell trucks for heavy-duty, zero emission logistics) is a Fuel Cells and 

Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH JU) grant funded (€12m) project deploying 16 zero emission fuel cell 

trucks in four demonstration sites. The project will run for five years from 2019 and is co-financed by the 

FCH 2 JU under the European Union - Horizon 2020 framework programme for research and innovation 

under the project number 826236. The following organisations are participating in the H2Haul project: Air 

Liquide, Element Energy Limited, ElringKlinger, Eoly, FPT Industrial, Hydrogen Europe, Hydrogenics, IRU 

Projects, IVECO, Powercell Sweden, THINKSTEP, VDL Enabling Transport Solutions, WaterstofNet. The 

trucks will be operated by BMW (DHL), Coop, Colruyt, Carrefour, and Air Liquide. 

 

About the FCH JU 

The Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH JU) is a unique public private partnership supporting 

research, technological development and demonstration (RTD) activities in fuel cell and hydrogen energy 

technologies in Europe. Its aim is to accelerate the market introduction of these technologies, realising their 

potential as an instrument in achieving a carbon-lean energy system. The three members of the FCH JU are 

the European Commission, fuel cell and hydrogen industries represented by Hydrogen Europe and the 

research community represented by the research grouping Hydrogen Europe Research. 

www.fch.europa.eu 

 

 


